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"© “PROSPECTS IN NON-TRADITIONAL OCCUPATIONS - VOL 1, NO 3 
INTRODUCTION 2 ) In 1974, their participation rate was WORKING WOMEN 
“// 44%, and they accounted for 34Z of total 

: R32 eaployment in Quebec. In 1986, the rate 
Over the last 20 years, the Quebec Was 20%, with 42% of eaployaent. Between i976 and 1986, women’s share at 
labour market has undergone nany , total employaent rose from 342 to 422, 
changes, and everything paints to their while aen’s shrank proportionately, from 
continuing aver the next decade. The There were aore women than entering aen 644 to SBr. This enhanced feaale 
market has been affected by the greater in the labour force, and by our esti- aresencs made itselft felt aainiy in 
Muacer of women entering and by the mates, this situation should cantinue full-tige work (33% ta 352), while the 
"tertiarization” of the economy, ie the for the nest few years. The proporticn division af part-tiae work between xen 
increased importance of trade and of women age 15 and over active in the and women staved auch the sage from 1974 
Services oy coaparison with oriaary labour ferce should continue te rise, to 1786, ie 212 and 469% resgectively 
industries (farming, mining, f15hing) while the corresponding figure for aen {see Sraph 2). 
and manufacturing. This is the labour should decline. 


market context in which women will be 
entering and making their career choices 


over the next few years. 


GRAPH 1 
ESTIMATED PARTICIPATION RATE 
QUEBEC - 1986/1995 


In this bulletin, we will deal with the 
jobs and accupations to which women have 
gravitated hithertc, future trends in 
their labour market participation and 
the praspects available to thea in 
non-traditional occupations. 


WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN THE LABOUR 


MARKET 

1976 1966 1967 1966 1969 1990 1991 1992 1993 1 ps4 19S 
Qver the Last ten ysars, the develooment CJ women + MEN & TOTAL 
af the labour market has been strongly SOURCE: Belisle, Sylvain, Preliminary 


; Estimates, COPS, Quebec 1987, and 
narked by the gassive entry of women. Statistics Canada, Cat no 71-001. 


Between 1974 and 1986, Quebec saw the In 1986, 24% of working women sere in 
creation of 410,000 new jobs. 
shows that over 76% of these were taken 
by women. Nearly haif of these new crease in this type of enployaent tor 


Jobs were part-time, and cf these woaen 


accounted for 702. 


Graph 3 part-tige eaployment, as opposed ta 74 


1976. 


GRAPH 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT BY SEX 


SOURCE: 


"Labour Force Survey", Statistics 


Canada, Cat. no 71-001. 


GRAPH 3 


DISTRIBUTION OF NEW JOBS 


BETWEEN 1976 AND 1986 


PART-TIME 
(77 | MEN [SSNIwomEnN 
SOURCE: "Labour Force Survey, Statistics 


Canada, Cat no 71-001. 
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wogen and 3% for gen Sy Comparisen with 


Women’s penetration of the iabour aarket 
was not achieved solely through part-tise 
work. Of the 187,000 newly created fuil- 
tige jobs, women took 158,000, or over 
84%, 


In (988, 75% cf working woaen were in 
full-tine eapicyment, a drop ot 1LO% since 
1776, Men were affected in similar way, 
ith a 7A decline in full-time work. 
This is related to the fact that in the 
Quebec econoay aS a whole full-time jcds 
have shrunk as a proportion of total 
employment (932 to 842) in favour of 
part-time work (72% to 14%). 


PRINCIPAL OCCUPATIONS 


domen's penetration of the labour market 
has been liaited toa relatively small 
number of occupations. In 1986, the 
majority of the aale workforce was soread 
among sver 332 occupations, while women 
were concentrated in only a score. These 
20 occupational fields, often referred to 
as the “woren’s job ghetto", are charac- 
terized by a scarcity of aen and by their 
concentration in trade and services, 
They centre an clerical work, sales, 


Services, education and sursing. 


Between 1974 and 1794, trends in women's 
Bepicyment show that they were still 
dominant in "women's" jabs. Sragh 4 
shows thea to pe most nugerous in 
ad@inistrative work. However, they have 
nade their greatest gains in eaployaent 


share in the traditionally male dosi- 
nated fields of senior management and 
the liberal professions.  Manageaent, 
science, engineering and mathematics and 
medicine are the fields which have 
benefited most from the sassive entry of 


women. 


Women’s share of occupations directly 
connected with services and trade has 
remained stabis, while that of pracess- 


ing and primary industries was in 
deciine. 


Over the last ten years, diversification 
in women’s career choices has been 
concentrated in manageaent and the 
liberal professicns. 


GRAPH 4 


OUTLOOK FOR NON-TRADITIONAL 
OCCUPATIONS 


In the economy as a whole, few women are 
moving into male dominated occupations. 
In 1981, oniy 15.3% of the workforce in 
these areas was aade up of women. Of 
the 495 occupations listed in the 1981 
census, 348 are 
feaale, if dy our definition, where 


traditionally acn- 


women are less than 33.34 of the total 
workforce; this figure is 7% af all 
occupations. These non-traditional 
occupations (NTQs} account for 30% of 


Quebec eaployaent. 


NT0s are found in alaost all industries, 
including trade and services. Sose of 
thea, eg accounting, affect all indus- 
tries, Others, such as cargentry and 
machine operating, are concentrated in 
particular industries. in 


held a minimal share, under 04, 
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SOURCE: Boileau, Gilbert, "The Quebec 
Female Labour Force — 1976-1986", 


September 1987, EIC. 


of NTO jobs in oriaary industries, 

construction and 
though they had aade 
greater progress in service and trade 
NTOs {21% af employment). 


transportation, 
manufacturing, 


This pool af nan-traditional occupations 
provides women with chances to droadea 
the range cf their career aptions. In 
1981, they accounted for 19.9% of the 
workforce in these occupaticas, though 
they represented 39.3% af employment in 
all occupations. 


intil 995, employment in NTds is 
expected to grow at gore af iess the 
same rate as in all Quebec industries. 
However, subsequent trends in NTQs wiil 
be ncticeably less favourable than in 
gther occupations.  Setween 1737 and 
1995, it is srojected that eapioyment ir: 
NTQs will grow at an average annual rate 


lower than for other accupations {1.4% 


TABLE 1 


WORKFORCE 


1000) 


as opposed to 1.6%); this will be true 


for all industries except aanufacturing. 
By 1995, the nueber of jobs available ia 
NT0s will be less than for other 
(175,000 


occupations compared with 


197,000). 


Some NTOs will provide significact 


apportunitie because ot their 


bk employment growth, though 


even some of these will excite stiff 


competition among job seekers. The 
NTds will 


restricted, with little 


market in other regain 
relatively 


employment growth and few jobs. 


EMPLOYMENT OUTLOOK 1) 


NTOs will 
ant openings. Such 


Adginistration-reiated 
generate ee 


occupations, including general execu- 
tives and sanagers. adainistratars in 
finance, personnel, sales and advertis- 


specialists, wiil 
st opportunities, fT 


provide tha b he 
t 


e 
sajority of these positions will te 
filled by aromotian ctf people with 
several years of seniority rather than 
by direct hiring of sew labour @arket 
entrants. Developing and aptitude for 
learning new skills will continue to be 
an advantage for access tc higher-level 


administrative occupations in demand. 


TABLE 2 


OCCUPATIONS, BY INDUSTRY 
1987 - 1995 1900) 
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OCCUPATIONS BY INDUSTRY 


Prigary 
Manufacturing 
Construction 


Transportation 


Trade and services 


All industries 


CCUPAT ONS 


SOURCE: 


198! Census, COPS tabulations 
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NON-TRADITIONAL AND OTHER 


yment and Immigration Canada. 


The health care professions include 
predominantly female occupations such as 
nursing, but there are also NTQs where 
women are less numerous: surgeons, 
dentists, veterinarians, optometrists, 
these NTOs is 


female enralgent in 


etc. The outlock in 
favourable, and 
oreparatory training prograss leading to 
aost of these orofessions is an 
indication that during the coming decade 
these professions will be in the 
forefront of women’s occupational 
diversificatisn. 


OTHER 


OCCUPATIONS 


The sua 


f unclassified occupations. 


Service NTOQs with good growth potential 
will be in clothing care, janitorial, 
accomodation and funeral services and 
foad and beverage supervision. Most of 
these occupations require few qualifica- 
tions, and as a result, there will be an 
abundance cf available labour. 


The NTOs with the best outlook in 
skilled trades wili be in baking and 
pastry making, abattoirs, paper, 
machine-tools, weiding, flame-cutting 
and auto body repair. 


Almost all construction trades are NTQs. 
The outlook is positive in this fiaid, 
The recent retora of Bill if9 and of 
site access conditions may facilitate 
the entry of new workers on building 
sites. Henceforth, classrooa training 
followed by on-the-job apprenticeship 
will be the only way into the construc- 
tion industry. For trades requiring 
extended training ‘two yearsi, classrocca 
instruction will be aandatory before 
on-the-job apprenticeship can begin. 
For adults, the refora will allow for 
alternation hetween <classroc@ and 
worksite within the same year in all 
trades, whether they require short ar 


extended training. 


NB: 


TABLE 3 


NON-TRADITIONAL OCCUPATIONS WITH GOGD PROSPECTS 
1987-1995 


Adginistration 
(eg: executives, aanagers, finance and personne! 
ada@inistrators) 


Health care 
(eg: physicians, surgeons, optometrists, veterinarians) 


Services 


(eg: food and beverage supervisors, accomodation and 


clothing care services} 


Skilled trades 
leg: machinists, setters, welder-cutters, bakers and 
gastrycooks) 


Construction trades 


(eq: carpenters, cabinet sakers, electricians) 


Accarding to scesarios drawn up by CEIC, Quebec Region. 


The NTOs shown in Table 4 are subject to 


low labour demand and have, for the aost TABLE 4 
part, a s@ali employment voluae. By NTOs WITH POOR OUTLOOK 
1995, the outiook in these occupations 1987-1995 


is not likely to improve. 


They are concentrated in priaary and Primary industries 

Sracessing industries and transporta- (eg: fare machinery operators, gill set fishermen, trappers, 
tion, N7Os in forestry and aining driliers! 

should post small rise in demand, but Transport personnel 

those in fishing should actually shed jeg: rallways, air transport support services, deckhands, 
jobs. All NTOs in transportation should bus drivers} 

experience growth at a distinctly lawer Metal workers 

rate than the average for al) occupa- ieg: smelting, metal converting and refining, rolling aills, 
tions. Workers in metal, wood, wood aetal products handling) 

machining, rubber, oetroleus and Luaber 

nlastics wili be faced with low demand { Sawalll sawyers, wood treating) 

for their labour, Rubber, petroleua and plastics 


rubber and plastic moulding, cutting, finishing, 
Wood products 
Sawing, planing, lathes) 
Paper 


aulp and paper preparing and handling) 


Textiles 
textile ¢ibre preparing, textile aill foreaen 


NB: according to scenario drawn up by CEIC, Quebec Region, 


The information presented in this Bulletin was drawn from the Canadian Occupational Prajection Systea (fOPS}. Any questions 
concerting the infaraation in this Bulletin or COPS generally aay be adressed to COPS officers at Economic Services 3ranch, 


Aer 


CEiC-Quebec Regicn, 


Marcel Lapierre chief, COPS, Quebec Regian (S14) 283-3757 
Sylvain Bélisle Economist (514) 28: 


4 
Ginette Chalifoux Econaaist (544) 283-2227 
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